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Bhawal National Park :

Bhawal Mational Park {(BNP) under Gazl]:ur district, is located 40 km north of Dhaka. on
the eastern side of Dhaka-Mymensing high way. The Park was established in 1982
cnmprislng an area of 5.022 ha of reserved Forests thmugh the Eanglarlr::ilu Wildlife
(preservation) Order, 1973,

Biodiversity :

BNP is a tropical. moist-deciduous forest that mainly originated from seedlings and copices
with Sal Shorea robusta as the dominant tree species. About 10 species of mammals like the
Rhesus Macaque Macaca mulaiia, 6 species of amphibians and 39 species of birds,
inv:]uding the Brown Wood Owl Sirix ffpfngmmmim_ the Indian Pitta Pitta hmcﬁ_}'um
and the Pale Chinned Flycatcher Cvornis poliogenys reside in this park. The Government
introduced some wildlife e.g. peacock, deer, python and the Fishing Cat Felis viverrina at
BMP.

Local Communities :

The local communities living around the Park area have been residents for a long time and
their t|r.|:r.n-t|ﬂ|i::,.r upon the Park’s resources is also an old one. The Koch and Barman
communities constitute some of the ethnic minority groups of the region. The locals extract

]J'.ETI: resources either for pcr&utm' use or to sell in the local market.

Park Threats :

Due to its proximity to Dhaka, the park is a very popular tourist site ideal for picnics, hence
attracting a heavy inflow of visitors. This impact upon the Park surroundings is further
exacerbated by the fact that the government has allowed several industries to be set up in the
vicinity of the Park. Coupled with increasing dependency of the locals on the Park due to
lack of adequate alternate livelihoods, BNP faces a serious threat of dwindling resources and
a loss of habitat for the wildlife it houses.

Also, as the site is considered worthy of a day trip and not an overnight haul, the demand for
rest houses, eco-cottages or even restaurants is not very strong. Hence. the locals can ex p]ure
the prospects of establishing lodging and dining facilities and increase local tourism as well

as opportunities for alternative income in the area.

Nishorgo Network :

BMP is a valued member of the Nishorgo Metwork, Bangladesh’s growing group of forest and

wetland Protected Areas (PAs) being conserved through co-management. Co-management
brings together community, government and other stakeholders to work together to conserve
Eang'm‘lrzﬁh’s rich natural ht:ritagr: and eco-system services in a manner that contributes to

long-term sustainable development, increased food security, and integrated climate change
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adaptation and mitigation, Nishorgo Network co-management shares roles and responsibilities between communities and government,

demonstrating economic benefits of PA conservation to local communities through eco-tourism and sustainable alternative income generation

activities, as well as by acrlvely invnhring them in conservation management of PAs Ihmugh participation in co-management organizations and

Joint Patrn] mihatives, The Hl.lihurgu Network a-r.t'lvr.'}-' CNZAFEs WOTHEN, Yol th and ethnic minorities in co-management, and ]J-ruvl-rh::i a foundation

of good governance,




Co-Management & Bhawal National Park :

Bhawal Mational Park is a leader of co-management for effective conservation, with support from
LSAID's Integrated Protected Area Co-Management (IPAC) project implemented in collaboration
with the Government of Bangladesh's Ministry of Environment and Forests and Ministry of Fisheries
and Livestock. Co-management highlights in BNP include the following:
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* Initiating the formation of a co-management plﬂtﬁ:rrm with a Co-Management Council
and Co-Management Committee, Village Conservation Forums (VCFs) and Peoples’
Forum {PF).

*  Development of potential eco-tourism support for BNP. including training a cadre of
eco-guides from local communities

* Initiation of entrance fee revenue collection and sllaring mechanism in plal:e, ensuring
50% of tourism fees accrue to the CMC,

* Alernative Livelihoods Development training and support for BNP-dependent
communities, meluding sustainable value cham support and MolUs behween local
communities and national buyers m both hsheries and handicrafts.

LUSAID's Integrated Protected Area Co-management (IPAC) Project in collaboration with the Ministry
of Enwironment & Forests (MOEF) and Ministry of Fisheries & Livestock (MOFL) has taken significant
steps to conserve BNP including:
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* Around 440 households are englged in Alternative Income Generating activities (AlGs)
which include aqu:.cull‘ure and ﬂgril:ultu ral ﬁrrning, spﬂ:'rﬁcﬂ"y homestead gardening.
IPAC provides support to members of these activities by providing them with training,

* As a continuation of the work done towards reducing the dependency of the locals upon BNP and its resources. Eco-tour guides are being
trained to not only provide the locals with a source of income but also boost eco-tourism in the area.

* The potentiality of eco-cottages in the area is being researched with the amm to add this tenet of AIG for the locals while further promoting
eCo-tourism,

* 17 VCFs function in BNP and focus on encouraging the local populace to engage in various AIG activities to lessen their dependency on the
Park.

Contact Information :

Integrated Protected Area Co-Management (IPAC) Project
House# 68, Road # 1, Block-I

Banani, Dhaka- 1213, Bangladesh

Tel: 880-2-987 3229, 880-2-987 1553

Fax: 880-2-989 6164

www.nishorgo.org

Dapartmeant of
Environmeant

, SN

b —




