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Dedication
This book is dedicated to those men and women of 
Bangladesh that have struggled to conserve their own 
forests, pitted against power and poverty, and to one man 
in particular who gave his life for that cause. Md. Rafiqul 
Alam was murdered on March 23, 2008 while trying to 
protect his forest at the Teknaf Wildlife Sanctuary. He 
and other men and women throughout the country have 
faced enormous hardship in reaching for the opportunity 
to benefit from forest conservation. 

The book is also dedicated to the children of Bangladesh: the “future 
generations” highlighted in the slogan used by Nishorgo. For them, the forest 
Protected Areas are and can be places of discovery and learning, in the spirit 
of Tagore’s Shantiniketan, and they are just as much places for unabashed joy 
and laughter, as the poet T.S. Eliot writes:

Sudden in a shaft of sunlight 
Even while the dust moves 

There rises the hidden laughter 
Of children in the foliage 

Quick now, here, now, always— 
Ridiculous the waste sad time 

Stretching before and after.
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